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INTRODUCTION 

Over the past five years there has been a marked 
increase in interest in the fauna of the islands of 
the Gulf of Guinea. Recent visits by zoologists 
have included the International Council for Bird 
Preservation (ICBP) in 1987, the University of 
East Anglia Expedition in 1990 (birds and mam- 
mals), lepidopterists from Poland and Kenya and 
most recently a preliminary study of marine spe- 
cies by a group from the University of the Azores. 

Although a great deal of initial work was un- 
dertaken by Newton, Bocage, Moller and others at 
the end of the 19th century, the fauna of the is- 
lands has not been extensively studied. Since that 
time there have only been intermittent scientific 
expeditions to the islands (Tams & Exell in 1933, 
Oxford University in 1949, Fradelcastel-Branco 
in 1954-55, The Peris-Alvarez Expedition in 
1959, etc.). However, the data that exist on the is- 
lands demonstrate high levels of endemism across 
virtually all represented taxonomic groups. The 
ecological importance of the islands has led 
BirdLife International (formerly the ICBP) to 
classify the tropical forests of S2o Tomt as the 

second most important for bird conservation in 
Africa and the Democratic Republic of S2o Tom6 
e Principe now forms part of the EC Central Ah- 
can tropical forest ecosystems (ECOFAC) pro- 
gramme. 

This bibliography of the fauna of SSo Tom6 e 
Prlncipe and the island of Annobon has been com- 
piled in response to recent interest in the region. It 
has not been possible to consult the majority of 
the listed works and thus it is neither complete nor 
without errors, for which the author accepts all re- 
sponsibility. The author would be grateful to re- 
ceive corrections and information on other works. 
However, it is hoped that the list will both encow- 
age and assist research into the fauna of the re- 
gion. The list comprises works that are directly 
concerned with the islands, although a number of 
general works that report new species are also 
cited. 

The classification follows that used in the Zoo- 
logical Record but with some modifications. Thus, 
for example, Amphibia and Reptilia have been 
combined as the majority of works on these taxa 
refer to both groups. However, other works that 
refer to two taxa will be found under both head- 



ings. Works listed under the General section con- 
sist of two types: those that refer to a variety of 
tam and those of a truly more general nature for 
example, expedition accounts, ecology, biographi- 
cal works etc. Works on marine taxa have been 
limited to those that directly mention the islands 
in their titles or resulted from expeditions that are 
known to have worked in the vicinity of the is- 
lands. 

Most of the references have been compiled 
from a variety of sources over the past four years. 
In addition, the Zoological Record (1978 - pre- 
sent) and Aquatic Science and Fisheries Abstracts 
(1978 - September 1992) databases (search strat- 
egy: Principe, S. Tome, Annobon) were consulted. 
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